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Call of the Chair

Agenda

Senate Blilll2l2 (Pennycuick) An Act amending the act ofNovember 29,2006 (P.L.1471, No.165),
known as the Sexual Assault Testing and Evidence Collection Act, further providing for definitions.

House BilI 2840 (Briggs) An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in theft and related offenses, further providing for the offense of theft by
extortion; and, in criminal history record information, providing for request and removal of the
dissemination of booking photographs.

And any other business that comes before the Commiffee.

Adjournment
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Bill No:
Committee:
Sponsor:
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Judiciary
Pennycuick, Tracy

6/29/2026

Prepared By:

Executive Director:

David Vitale, Esq
(7L7) 70s-701L
David Vitale, Esq

A. Brief Concepl

Amends the Sexual Assault Testing and Evidence Collection Act to standardize the submission
process for all kits obtained by law enforcement.

c. Analysls ofllhe-Eil!

Amends Pennsylvania's Sexual Assault Testing and Evidence Collection Act by revising the
definition of "awaiting testing" to encompass all sexual assault evidence that has been collected
but has not yet received DNA or other appropriate forensic analyses. This change provides a
more accurate accounting of untested sexual assault evidence and promotes greater
transparency within the Commonwealth's sexual assault kit tracking and reporting systems.

Effective Date:

Immediately.

G. Relevant Existing Laws

"Awaiting testing." With respect to sexual assault evidence, evidence that meets all of the
following:

(1) Has been collected and is in the possession of a local law enforcement agency.

(2) Has not received DNA and other appropriate forensic analyses.

(3) Is related to a criminal case or investigation in which final disposition has not been
reached.

(4) Should undergo DNA or other appropriate forensic analysis as determined by a local law
enforcement agency.

E. Prior Session (Previous Bill Numbers & House/Senate Votes).

None

This document is a summary of proposed legislation and is prepared only as general information for use by the Democratic
Members and Staff of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.The document does not represent the legislative intent of
the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and may not be utilized as such.
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PRTNTER'S NO. 1499

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1212 Session of

2026

INTRODUCED BY PENNYCUICK, BROV{N,
HAYVüOOD, J. WARD, VOGEL, KrM,
MARCH 12, 2026

LANGERHOLC, BARTOLOTTA,
STEFANO AND PTCOZZT,

REFERRED TO JUDTCTARY, MARCH 12, 2026
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AN ACT

Amending the act of November 29, 2006 (P.L.147I, No.165),
entitled "An act providing for a sexual
col-lection program and for powers and du
Department of Health and the Pennsylvani
establishing civil immunity; and providi
sexual assaul-t victimsr" further providi
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. The definition of "awaitinq testing" in section 2

of the act of November 29, 2006 (P.L.LA1L, No.165), known as the

Sexual Assault Testing and Evidence Colfection Act, is amended

to read:

Section 2. Definitions.
The following words and phrases when used in this act shall

have the meanings given to them in this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Awaiting testing. " t
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has l-reen r.ol'l eclad and haq not reeei vecl DNA ancl other

appropriate forensic analvses.
***

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE BILL ANALYSIS

Bill No:
Committee:
Sponsor:
Date:

HB2B4O PN4OO7

Judiciary
Briggs, Tim
LOl6/2026

Prepared By: Michelle Batt, Esq.
(7L7) 7Os-7Ùtt,679t

Executive Director: David Vitale, Esq.

A. Brief Concepl

Prohibits soliciting or accepting payment to remove or refrain from disseminating booking
photographs and establishes a procedure for individuals who's criminal history information is no
longer publicly available to request a noncriminaljustice agency to remove and destroy their
booking photographs.

C. Analys¡s of_!he_Eil!

Amends Title 18 Section 3923 (Theft by extortion) to prohibit soliciting or accepting payment to
remove or refrain from publishing or disseminating booking photographs.

Further Amends Title 18 by adding Section 9126 (Request and removal of the dissemination of
booking photographs) to establish a procedure under the Criminal History Record Information
Act whereby an individual who's criminal history information is no longer publicly available can
request a noncriminal justice agency to remove and destroy their booking photographs. A
noncriminal justice agency has seven calendar days after receipt of a request to remove and
destroy the individual's booking photograph.

Failure to remove and destroy the booking photograph within seven calendar days will result in
a civil penalty of $100 per day, in addition to any other relief provided for under section 9183
(relating to civil actions).

"Booking photograph." A photograph or image of an individual generated by law enforcement
for identification purposes in accordance with 61 Pa.C.S. 5 1103.

Effective Date:

60 Days.

G. Relevant Existing Laws

Title 18, g 3923, theft by extortion, provides:

(a) Offense defined.--A person is guilty of theft if he intentionally obtains or withholds property
of another by threatening to:

(1) commit another criminal offense;
(2) accuse anyone of a criminal offense;
(3) expose any secret tending to subject any person to hatred, contempt or ridicule;
(4) take or withhold action as an official, or cause an official to take or withhold action;
(5) bring about or continue a strike, boycott or other collective unofficial action, if the
property is not demanded or received for the benefit of the group in whose interest the
actor purports to act;
(6) testify or provide information or withhold testimony or information with respect to the
legal claim or defense of another; or
(7) inflict any other harm which would not benefit the actor.

https ://billanalysis-pahofr. msappproxy. neVPreview.aspx 1t2
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(b) Defenses.--It is a defense to prosecution based on paragraphs (aXz), (aX3) or (a)(4) of
this section that the property obtained by threat of accusation, exposure, lawsuit or other
invocation of official action was honestly claimed as restitution or indemnification for harm
done in the circumstances to which such accusation, exposure, lawsuit or other official action
relates, or as compensation for property or lawful services.

E. Prior Session (Previous Bill Numbers & House/Senate Votes).

Previously, House B¡ll 1585 passed unanimously out of the House Judiciary Committee as
amended on June 8,2026.

The bill passed unanimously out of the House on June 23,2026.

House Bill 1736 of 2O2L-22 session passed the House on November B,2O2L, by a vote of 194-
6.

Passed out of the House Judiciary Committee on September 28, 202L, by a vote of 23-2

This document is a summary of proposed legislation and is prepared only as general information for use by the Democratic
Members and Staff of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.The document does not represent the legislative intent of
the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and may not be utilized as such.

https://billanalysis-pahofr. msappproxy. net/Preview.aspx 2t2



PRTNTERIS NO. 4007

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2840 Session of

2026

INTRODUCED
McNEILL

BY BRIGGS, MAYES, HILL-EVANS, WEBSTER, SANCHEZ/
AND KTNKEAD, OCTOBER 6, 2026

REFERRED TO COMMTTTEE ON .lUDrCrARY, OCTOBER 6, 2026
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AN ACT

Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated St.atutes, in theft and related offenses, further
provj-ding for the offense of theft by extortion; and, in
criminal history record information, providing for request
and removal of the dissemination of booking photographs.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Section 3923 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvania

Consolidated Statutes is amended by adding subsections to read:

S 3923. Theft by extortion.
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la - 1 ) Proh'i bi li on on eonsicler al i on f r-sr lha rìoql-rrrel i nn anrl

removal of bookinq photoqraphs. --A person that is enqaqed in

r:ubli-shino or otherwi-se díss i na1-'i no a booki ncr nholocrranh

commits an offense if the þerson solicits or acceots the pavment

of a fee or ot-her eonsideration .l rêm.ì\zê anrl rlas.trô\z aìr rofr¡in

from publ-íshins or otherwis cli s seminat ino the bookino

photoqraph. Each pavment or other consideration solicited or

accepted in vi-ol-ation of this subsection constitutes a separate



violation.
***

(c) Definition.--As used in this section, the term "bookins

ohotooraoh" means a photoora h Õr 'i macre nf an 'i nrlirridrrel
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(a)

senerated bv l-aw enforcement f or iclent-i f i cat-ion trlrrÐo.ses in

accordance wi-th 61, Pa.C.S. S 1-1-03 (relatinq to recordins svstem

for identification of crimina] offenders) .

Section 2. Title 18 is amended by adding a section to read:

S 9L26. Resuest and removal of the dissemination of bookinq

photoqraphs.

Reouirements.--A noncriminal rustice acrencv that is

enoaoed in oublishino or otherwise disseminatino a bookino

photograph shall:
(1-) Clearlv and conspicuouslv post on the noncriminal

iustice aoencvrs nubl-icl-v ac ss'i 1^rlc Tnternet wel^rsile ân

active and monitored email address, teleohone number and

mailino adclress bv which an incliviclual mav reorrest- the

removal and destruction of the individualfs bookinq

photoqraþh.

(2) Remove and destrov an individual I s bookinq

ohotooranh within seven calen r dar¡s of rêc.êi rri nrr a racrrres1-

for removal and destruction from the individual if:
(i) The bookinq photoqraph relates to criminal

charges that.:
(A) resulted in a final disoosition other than a

conviction;
(B) are subrect to a court order for limited

access as provided in section 9L22.1, (rel-atinq to
oetition for l-i mi 1-ed ar:r:ess ì :

(C) i^rere crranted cl-ean slate limited access

20260H82840PN4007 2



1-

2

4

5

6

1

I
9

1-0

1_ t_

L2

13

t4

15

L6

1"7

18

t9

20

(b)

under section 91,22.2 (relatinq to clean slate limited
access ) ,' or

(D) were expunqed or vacated r:ursuant to a court
arrTar ôF r¡rôFâ nr rr{nnarl l-l.r rn:ralr ava¡rr{--ì r¡a a ¡l i nn

(ii-l The indi-vidua] requestinq removal and

destruction submits reasonabl-e documentation supporting

eligj-bil-ity under this paragraph.

Sancti-on.--In addition to anv relief provided under

sect-ion 9183 (relat-ina to civif act-íons), a noncriminal iustice

asencv that fails to complv wi- th subsect-ion (a\ (2) sha11 be

liable for a civil penaltv of $100 per dav for each dav

foll-owinq the expiration of the seven-calendar-dav period durinq

which the bookino r:hotooraoh remaíns oublished or otherwise

disseminated.

(c) Definition.--As used in this section, the term "bookins
photoqraph" means a photoqra h ôr imaoe of an 'i ndividua'l

oenerated bv law enforcement f ôr 'i dcnl i f i r:el i on rlrrrrlôsês i n

accordance with 61 Pa-C-S- S 1103 (relatino to recordino svstem

for identification of criminal- offenders).

Section 3. This act shal-l take effect in 60 days.
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